
 

 

                                                   
 

PARISH OF THE HOLY FAMILY 
Millbrook 

TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME(OF) 
                                              Thirteenth Sunday aŌer Pentecost  (EF) 

 23 August 2026 

Catholic Diocese of Portsmouth                                      
Reg. Charity No. 1199568                                                                                                            

August is the Month of The Immaculate Heart of Mary 
 We pray for the salvaƟon of souls; for those who are sick and those who care for them;   

         for vocaƟons to the Sacred Priesthood; and for the Holy Catholic Church.  
 Adoration (Thursday evening until Saturday evening); 

Rosary, Vespers and Benediction Sunday 4.30pm 
St Joseph Devotions Tuesday after 9.15am Mass 

Rosary for Vocations to the Sacred Priesthood  Wednesday  
The Church is open for private prayer from 9am-6pm each day 

Fr Benjamin writes … 
 

“So, what is it you do?” It’s always the same quesƟon – when going to a new barber’s, meeƟng new 
people whilst on holiday or at other non-church events. I tell them straighƞorwardly: “I am a       
Catholic Priest.” It is usually at that point behaviours percepƟbly change.  From being easy in       
conversaƟon, people are always a liƩle more guarded; there is a discernible distancing and wariness, 
and the inevitable quips about God, religion, and “It would take all week to hear my confession”. It’s 
always the same. This is a long-winded way of saying that there are certain categories of people 
who, when others find out what their job is (or what they “do”), the behaviours in the room change. 
 

With regard to Our Blessed Lord, this is completely appropriate. I wonder whether when, inspired by 
the Holy Spirit, St Peter confesses Jesus to be the Christ, the Son of the living God, his behaviour al-
tered in any obvious way? We do indeed see an example of this when, having been told by the Lord 
that the Christ must be handed over, suffer, and die and rise again, St Peter disapproves: “No, Lord, 
this must not happen to You.” He has the idea that God’s Anointed One should be reverenced and 
treated like the King of kings, and not suffer the fate of a criminal. Whilst Our Blessed Lord    corrects 
St Peter, it is nevertheless noƟceable that St Peter has a certain idea of the ways in which the Son of 
God should and should not be treated. 
 

When we answer the quesƟon put to the disciples by the Lord, “Who do you say that I am?”, do we 
treat Him in the appropriate way? If, like St Peter and the disciples, we say He is the Son of God, and 
go further and say He is God made man, the Second Person of the Holy Trinity, do we treat Him as 
such? It is beauƟful to witness how new converts to Christ treat Him with such reverence and love, 
having before oŌen ignored Him or derided Him. 
 

Our Blessed Lord asks the world who we say He is. Our answers cannot just be words and learnt  for-
mulae, but reacƟons to the truth of that answer: that He is God amongst us, and that He came in 
love to save us as Saviour of the world. If that is the case, then, come, let us worship Him. 

 

God bless you this Sunday and always 

 



 

 

 

 

First Reading Isaiah 22:15, 19-23  
‘I will place on his shoulder the key of the house of David.’ 

Thus says the Lord God of hosts, ‘Come, go to this steward, to Shebna, who is over the household, and 
say to him: “I will thrust you from your office, and you will be pulled down from your staƟon. In that 
day I will call my servant Eliakim the son of Hilkiah, and I will clothe him with your robe, and will bind 
your sash on him, and will commit your authority to his hand. And he shall be a father to the              
inhabitants of Jerusalem and to the house of Judah. And I will place on his shoulder the key of the 
house of David. He shall open, and none shall shut; and he shall shut, and none shall open. And I will 
fasten him like a peg in a secure place, and he will become a throne of honour to his father’s house.” ’ 

Responsorial Psalm Ps 138(137):1-2a. 2bc, 3. 6, 8bc. ô8bc  
 

O Lord, your merciful love is eternal; discard not the work of your hands. 
 

Second Reading  Romans 11:33-36  
 

‘From him and through him and to him are all things.’ 
Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are his judgements 
and how inscrutable his ways! ‘For who has known the mind of the Lord, or who has been his          
counsellor?’ ‘Or who has given a giŌ to him that he might be repaid?’ For from him and through him 
and to him are all things. To him be glory for ever. Amen. 

Gospel MaƩhew 16:13-20  
 

‘You are Peter, and I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven.’ 
At that Ɵme: When Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, ‘Who do 
people say that the Son of Man is?’ And they said, ‘Some say John the BapƟst, others say Elijah, and 
others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.’ He said to them, ‘But who do you say that I am?’ Simon Peter 
replied, ‘You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.’ And Jesus answered him, ‘Blessed are you,      
Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father who is in heaven. 
And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my Church, and the gates of hell shall not    
prevail against it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth 
shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.’ Then he strictly 
charged the disciples to tell no one that he was the Christ. 

 
 

 
We can take digital donaƟons via the Dona collecƟon plate at the back of the Church  

or via the Parish Bank Account  
 CDP SOUTHAMPTON HOLY FAMILY    SORT CODE 30-93-04    ACCOUNT  NUMBER 00887898 

 



 

 

Parish Notices 
 

Job vacancies in the Diocese Careers - Catholic Diocese of Portsmouth  

SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION 2026-27 
RegistraƟon now open—CLOSES END OF AUGUST 

 The Holy Family ConfirmaƟon RegistraƟon 2026-2027 – Fill in form  

FR BENJAMIN—”FAREWELL AND THANK YOU” PARTY—Saturday 22nd August 7.30pm 
   Everyone welcome—please bring a plate of food to share 

 
Please could people gather on the steps of the Church aŌer each Mass this weekend so we can 

aƩempt to choreograph a photograph for Fr Benjamin. Thank you!   

CHANGES IN THE PARISH 
Fr Benjamin will be leaving Holy Family on 1st September to minister to the Parish of Corpus ChrisƟ in 
Wokingham. On 8 September we will welcome Fr Ephraim Odhiambo MHM as our new shepherd.  
Please pray for the Bishop and for all those who are going through upheaval at the moment.  Thank you  

ADORATION—NIGHT WATCH 1-2.30am (EARLY HOURS OF FRIDAY)  
One of our longstanding Faithful Adorers will be stepping down from the AdoraƟon “night watch” from  

1-2.30am in the early hours of Friday morning.   
We also need addiƟonal adorers for Saturday lunchƟme 1-2pm 

We thank Our Blessed Lord for the commitment of all Adorers and pray for a replacement.   
If you are the answer to our prayers please contact 

 ministry@holyfamilycatholicchurch.co.uk or office@holyfamilycatholicchurch.co.uk 

YOU VILLAINS AND CROOKS! WHERE ARE MY BOOKS? 

Please! If you have borrowed AdoraƟon, Novena, LaƟn Mass or Evening Prayer books or booklets, 
could you return them to the Church as they have almost all disappeared (again!).  Thank you 

THANK YOU! 
Enormous thanks to everyone who contributed to the beauƟful celebraƟons for the Feast of the   

AssumpƟon last weekend, especially to Louisa, Jonjo and the Schola for their beauƟful singing and  
yummy cream tea! 

There are sƟll some blessed herbs at the back of the Church, please feel free to give them to those who 
are sick, housebound or just need them. 

CONFIRMATION 

 

 Please pray for KaƟe and Sam who will be confirmed in the Church this Sunday.   
May they be filled with the giŌs of the Holy Spirit to guide them through their lives. 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 
                            THIS WEEK AT HOLY FAMILY    

 

AUGUST 
22nd Party for Fr Benjamin 7.30pm 

SEPTEMBER 
1st Fr Benjamin leaves for Corpus ChrisƟ 
8th Fr Ephraim joins Holy Family 

OCTOBER 
10th Diocesan Catechesis Day, Basingstoke 

 
 
 

 Parish Priest Fr Benjamin Theobald       btheobald@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 
 Parish Deacon Dcn Tom Jose       tjose@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 
 Parish Administrator Catherine Merrifield        office@holyfamilycatholicchurch.co.uk 
 Safeguarding         safeguarding@holyfamilycatholicchurch.co.uk 
 Lead Catechist Angela Wood       ministry@holyfamilycatholicchurch.co.uk 

Holy Mass OF = Ordinary Form, EF = Extraordinary Form 

 
The Holy Family  Catholic Church Redbridge Hill, Southampton SO16 4PL 

Email: office@holyfamilycatholicchurch.co.uk     Tel: 023 80 778203    Website: www.holyfamilycatholicchurch.co.uk 

Grateful thanks for your generosity in July  
Loose plate: £1666.80 GiŌ Aid £1052.50 Standing orders: £1735.32 

CDP SOUTHAMPTON HOLY FAMILY    SORT CODE 30-93-04    ACCOUNT NUMBER 00887898 

Confessions (when there is Mass) 
Saturday:                           5.30—6.20 pm 
Monday & Thursday:       6.45—7.20 pm 
Tuesday & Friday:            8.30—9.10 am 
EucharisƟc AdoraƟon 
Thursday 8.00 pm to Saturday 6.00 pm 
Rosary, Vespers & BenedicƟon for VocaƟons 
Sunday:                               4.30 pm 
St Joseph DevoƟons—Tuesdays aŌer Mass 
Rosary for VocaƟons—Weds 9.15am 

Groups/AcƟviƟes in the Louis Suite 
RCIA  -                     Mondays at 7.00pm 
Parish Prayers*     Last Tuesdays 7.00-8.00pm 
Mother’s Prayers Wednesdays at 2.00 pm 
Sewing Group   - Fridays at 10.00am 
Lunch Group       Fridays, fortnightly at 12.00 noon: 
Next Lunch :         
Catholic Men’s Group 1st Saturdays at 7:30 pm  
*This group prays for the intenƟons in the Holy Family Prayer 
book and for all addiƟonal intenƟons brought to the group. 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

SCAN TO DONATE 

Please place Mass intenƟons in the collecƟon  basket.   If you would like a Mass to be offered on a 
parƟcular date please give several week’s noƟce and we will try to accommodate you.  Thank you 

SANCTUARY LAMP INTENTION:  Ewa Evans—Fulfilment of God’s WIll 

22 Aug Sat  NO MASS A.M. Wedding at 1pm (Winchester) 

    In anƟcipaƟon of 6.30pm (OF) James & Mary James (RIP) 

23 Aug  Sun Thirteenth aŌer Pentecost 9.00 am (EF) David Wordley (conversion) 

   Sun Twenty First Sunday Ordinary 10.30 am (OF) People of the Parish 

24 Aug Mon St Bartholomew 7.30 pm (OF) Thanksgiving 

25 Aug Tues St Louis IX 9.15 am (OF) Victoria Wadneor (RIP) 

27 Aug Thur St Joseph CalasancƟus 7.30 pm (EF) William Gove (health)  

28 Aug Fri St AugusƟne of Hippo 9.15am (OF) Fidelis & Martha (Thanksgiving) 

29 Aug Sat The Passion of St John the  
BapƟst 

9.15am (OF) Helen Onoja (RIP) 
Babu & Mary (Wedding Anniv) 

    in anƟcipaƟon of  6.30pm (OF) People of the Parish 

30 Aug Sun Fourteenth aŌer Pentecost 09.00 am (EF) Simone LoveƩ (birthday) 

    Twenty Second Sunday ordinary  10.30 am (OF) Mary & Kelechi Okoro (Thanksgiving)
Luke Blishen (birthday) 


